NOTE.

THE new ministry, which came into power on the fall of the able ad-
ministration of Godolphin in ijio, was the famous Oxford ministry
headed by Harley and St. John. The new leaders were well aware that
they would have to use all the means in their power not only to justify
themselves to the English nation, but successfully to defeat the strong
opposition which had such a man as Marlborough for its moving spirit.
The address to Queen Anne from the Commons, showing undoubted
evidences of St. John's hand, was the first employment of a means by
which this ministry hoped to appeal to the public. But this remarkable
literary effort had already been preceded by the establishment of a
weekly political paper, entitled "The Examiner," a few weeks before
Godolphin's fall. During the months of August, September, and
October, in which were issued twelve papers, Dr. Freind, Atterbury,
Prior and St. John, were the men employed to arouse the nation to a
necessary condition of discontent. Now that the ministry was in
power, the necessity for continuing these public appeals was felt to be
all the stronger; and Harley's shrewdness in selecting Swift to take
this important matter in hand shows his ability as a party leader.

The first number of " The Examiner " was issued on August 3rd, 1710,
and the paper was continued until July a6th, 1711. On December 6th,
1711, William Oldisworth revived it, and issued it weekly until De-
cember 18th, 1712, after which date it was published twice a week until
July 26th, 1714, though it occasionally happened that only one was
issued in a week. The last number was No. 19 of the sixth volume, so
that Oldisworth edited vols. ii., iii., iv., v., and what was published
of vol. vi. The death of the Queen put an end to the publication.

Swift was called to his work about the middle of October of 1710,
and his first paper appeared in No. 14. From that number to No. 45,
Swift continued with unabated zeal and with masterly effect to carry
out the policy of his friends. He also wrote a part of No. 46, and Nos.
16 and 21 of the third volume, which appeared on January i6th and
February 2nd, 1712-13. These two last numbers are not included in
the present volume, since they have been printed in the fifth volume
of this edition of Swift's works with the titles '* An Appendix to the
Conduct of the Allies " and "The Vindication of Erasmus Lewis."

The appearance of "The Examiner" had brought an opposition
paper into the field, entitled " The Whig Examiner," a periodical that
ably maintained its party's stand in the face of St. John's attacks^.
But this paper only lasted for five weeks, and when Swift took charge
of the Tory organ, the position of ' * The Examiner" was entirely
altered. As Mr. Churton Collins ably remarks : "It became a voice
of power in every town and in every hamlet throughout England.
It was an appeal made, not to the political cliques of the metro-